Activity and T-maze performance in iron deficient rats.
Iron deficient rats were tested in a t-maze to see whether the changes in activity during the onset and progress of the deficiency would affect their performance in the maze. Increased exploratory activity in the initial stages of iron deficiency was reflected in enhanced t-maze learning, whereas the lower activity seen as the deficiency progressed was associated with normal maze-learning. The t-maze task may not be sufficiently sensitive to pick up differences between deficient and control animals due to reduced general activity in the later stages of iron deficiency.